
Minutes of the Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group meeting held on 
Wednesday 22nd May 2019 

Attendance 

Nick Acklam Not present 
Catherine Gibson (Chair) Present 
Charlotte Cane Not present 
Penny Greenhill Present 
Jo Riches  Present 
Sarah Phipps-Rhodes Not present 
Diana Ward  Present 
Jon Dunnett  Present 

Also Steve Boreham and Martin Goodchild 

Apologies for absence received and approved.  

1. Minutes from the last meeting all approved as read.  

2. Actions Log focusing on actions from the last meeting not otherwise covered 
on the Agenda. 

A). Members of the Group had attended a presentation by the Swaffham Prior 
Community Heat Scheme and Cambridgeshire County Council about their emerging 
ground heat source energy project. The scheme has sound green credentials, 
provides long-term assurance about heating costs - in contrast to those based on 
fossil fuels and complies with Government initiatives to phase out traditional 
central heating boilers. Jo now has a list of villagers interested in the scheme for 
whom she has prepared a summary of the meeting. Tony Jordan had agreed to 
head the group which would run in parallel to the Neighbourhood Plan Project 
Group. The Parish Council had approved an overview of the scheme. Martin 



Goodchild asked about funding for the scheme and if there would be enough 
people as 150 houses were needed to fulfill requirements. 

B). Although absent from the meeting Nick had followed up with Mark Edwards, the 
Gateway and Technical Services Manager of UK power networks. Mark said 
upgrades to the local 11kV network would be needed for anything other than very 
small housing development. It will be interesting to see what Anglian Water have 
to say about this; Nick had noted that there had been another sewerage blockage 
in The Hythe recently. 

3. Neighbourhood Plan launch, June 16th 

• Steve Boreham offered to arrange printing of an A0 poster to publicise the 
launch. It was agreed to use a photo of the Reach sign as a logo. He can also 
source a large map of the village which will be put on the floor for people to write 
on. 
•Publicity of the launch needed to be published in Within Reach. 
• Food: Jon had agreed to provide a BBQ; it is hoped to buy some beer from The 
Dyke’s End; Nick’s wife Clare will make some cakes. 
• Catherine will provide some activities for the children (treasure hunt etc) while 
the adults are occupied looking at photos etc. It was agreed to ask Nick to speak, 
giving an overview of the Project. 
• We will have white laminated sheets for villagers to write ideas on, e.g. canoes 
for use on the lodes (Catherine). 
• Penny has asked several long-term residents to come and speak about ‘old’ 
Reach. 
• Steve Boreham and Charles Moseley are to do a walk the following evening 
(Monday 17th) from 6.30. 
• The short questionnaires Jo had printed for the Fair would be available for 
villagers to say what they like about they village; if they would like to be actively 
involved and some way; and make suggestions about what they would like to see 
changed in the village.  
• A projector will be needed to show old pictures of the village. 

Invitations to the launch: 
These can be distributed via Facebook, David Parr, Within Reach, etc. It was 
agreed to ask: 
• The Prospects Trust 
• The new tenants at The Dyke’s End 
• The Woodland Trust (Reach Wood) 
• The National Trust (24 Acres) 
Steve and Nick to liaise with  the WT and NT. 
• St Etheldreda’s Church. (Jo and Penny had spoken to Eleanor about this at Reach 
Fair). It was felt important to invite the Church to the launch as a reciprocal 
gesture as they were marking the death of St Etheldreda the following week. 

Risk assessment: 
Diana said she could organise this. 



4. Skills audit 
As Charlotte was not present this was postponed. 

5. Updates from work stream leads. 
There were none. 

6. AOB 
There were none. 

7. Dates of future meetings 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 5th June at 7.30 in Reach Village 
Hall. 

If you have any enquiries regarding these minutes please contact Nick Acklam, 
Chair of the Project Group, on 01638 743749 or email acklam@reach-village.co.uk 


